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Demystifying the serving on the Durga Temple of VA 
Executive Board for the next term: May 2010 - April 2013

Have you ever considered volunteering to serve as a member of the Executive Board (EB)? Well, here is your chance for YOU to come forward and do it.

The qualifications are simple:

1. Must be an active member at the time of nomination (in March 2010)

2. Must NOT have been a member of the EB for the preceding 2 consecutive terms

What other attributes will make you an effective and successful member?

1. Believe in and proud of Hindu Dharma, values, tradition, heritage and preservation

2. Have time and commitment to serve – Average 6 to 8 hours / week, more if you can.

3. Have skill-sets which in your opinion will help the community – there are many ways

4. Must be a team-player, consensus builder and positive mental attitude

5. Ability to motivate and lead other volunteers to get Temple goals and missions accomplished.

6. Responsible, Flexible, visionary, focused and internal desire to serve and give-back

7. No ego, urge to control, name recognition, self-interest, lack of discipline. 

How do you apply and the next steps:

According to the by-laws of the Durga Temple, the Executive Board (EB) consists of nine ((9) members. Six (6) are elected from the general membership. Three (3) are appointed by the Board of Trustees (BOT). The nine members of the EB elect four (4) officers namely, President, Vice President, Deputy Treasurer and Secretary. Then, all major tasks are distributed among the members and officers for smooth running of the temple. Some of them are: Religious, Cultural, Education, Facility maintenance and use, Funds-Raising, Bhandara, Database, Web & e-newsletter, Human Resources, Media & Publicity (including flyers), Out-reach, social services, volunteer coordination, etc. etc.

You will need to fill 2 simple and brief forms. An election will be held if the no. of interested nominees exceeds 6. 

The results are announced in the General Body meeting in April 2010 and the out-going Executive Board hands over the responsibility to the newly elected / appointed Board.

What you do not need to worry about:

1. I have never served on the Durga Temple EB before - No prior experience required

2. There is likely to be politics – where ever there is a group of people, they must find a ways to work together for greater good for the temple and community.

3. I don’t have the time – We all have the same amount of time, it is a matter of priority.

4. I am not too religious – Durga Temple is an institution. You can help in many ways

Why must you take this appeal seriously?

For an institution to grow and continually meet the changing needs of its members, it must be able to attract new members. They bring new ideas and new ways of accomplishing important tasks. 

For questions, please contact: Sant Gupta (703.980.7487 M; 703.495.9299 H) or e-mail: santguptava@gmail.com
